
MAKING
THE WORLD
A BETTER PLACE:
A Report On Our Progress with the
17 Sustainable Development Goals
SDG 11 - SUSTAINABLE CITIES AND
COMMUNITIES



The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), also known as
Global Goals, are a set of 17 integrated and interrelated
goals to end poverty, protect the planet and ensure that
humanity enjoys peace and prosperity.

The 17
Sustainable
Development
Goals
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Introduction "Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe,
resilient, and sustainable."
SDG 11 for universities involves a range of activities, from
education and research to community engagement and
policy advocacy, aimed at promoting sustainable,
inclusive, safe, resilient, and environmentally friendly cities
and human settlements. Universities can contribute to
achieving this goal by leveraging their resources, expertise,
and influence to address urban challenges and advance
sustainability.

Aim of this report presenting the
sustainability achievement of OKAN in
2022 for SDG 11. The report introduces
the general practices and policies of the
university on sustainability.
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SDG 11: Make cities and human
settlements inclusive, safe, resilient, and
sustainable

Istanbul Okan University, which educates individuals who contribute to the needs of society and national competitiveness
and conducts education, training and research studies at an international level, 

has the mission of implementing innovative ideas and practices. 
It aims to offer all its employees and students an environment with low carbon intensity, a high quality of life that protects

the existing ecosystem, supports biodiversity, and ensures environmental sustainability 
by preventing air, water and soil pollution. 

With this vision and purpose, our university aims to ensure 
a healthy and quality life by protecting human and environmental health.
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SDG 11 Make cities and human
settlements inclusive, safe, resilient, and
sustainable
Goal 1.1: To use clean and environmentally friendly solutions for

transportation.

To design environmentally friendly, self-sufficient,
sustainable and climate change resistant buildings.

To create a carbon neutral campus by applying
building materials and techniques certified to national
and international standards and revising existing
buildings accordingly.

To make university campuses accessible to everyone
and to use sustainable transportation systems.

To design the infrastructure based on resilience to
disasters and to be able to cope with them.

To develop policies on this issue by taking into
account resource efficiency, adaptation to climate
change, mitigation of climate change and resilience
to disasters in its activities and to support the policies
of the city in which it is located.

Goal 1.2:

Goal 1.3:

Goal 1.7:

Goal 1.4: To reduce environmental impacts per capita.

Goal 1.5: Goal 1.6:

Istanbul Okan University | SDG 11 Progress Report 2022 4



SDG 11 Indicators

Whether there is external access to the library

Amount of pedestrianized area

Total waste recovery rate

Number of access opportunities to campus areas

Length of bicycle paths

Number of low-emission vehicles used in activities
and services

Amount of emissions per capita

Total green area ratio per
person

Public arts events, performances and programs
organized by the university

Number of sustainability-related
certifications

Indicator 11.2 :

Indicator 11.1 :

Indicator 11.3 :

Indicator 11.4 :

Indicator 11.5 :

Indicator 11.6 :

Indicator 11.7 :

Indicator 11.8 :

Indicator 11.9 :

Indicator 11.10 :
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SDG 11: SUSTAINABLE CITIES AND COMMUNITIES
We Open the Doors of Our Campus!
In 2021 -2022, two major events were held for student candidate and youth on our campus;

1- "Career Fest" in May with the participation of Gökhan Tepe
2- “Big Meeting” in July

The named events were organized by our Candidate Relations Directorate.
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Accessible Exhibitions
Our exhibitions opened to the participation of visitors by the Faculty of Art, Design and Architecture: 

The Fair Stand Design Exhibition of our Faculty of Art, Design and Architecture, Interior Architecture and
Environmental Design Department Lecturer Müge Göker Paktaş was held online.

Visual Communication Design Department Lecturer Dr. Eda Çekil Konrat's work was opened to visitors at the
Contemporary Istanbul Art Fair, Buro Sarıgedik area, until October 10, 2021.

The exhibition titled "Behind Atatürk", organized by our Faculty of Art, Design and Architecture, was visited on
November 10, 2021, at the Bekir Okan Culture, Art and Congress Center Olympos Exhibition Hall until December
10, 2021.

Department of Visual Communication Design, Lecturer Dr.Eda Çekil Konrat's work was selected for the Eskişehir
OMM Museum Collection. The work was seen in the group exhibition titled "Don't Look at the Past, It's Deep",
which was held at the OMM Museum between 10 December 2021 and 22 January 2022.

The 7th exhibition of "Paslaşmalar", which has become a tradition of our Faculty of Art, Design and Architecture,
was held this year. The exhibition, which brought together our faculty members and gallery artists, opened at
Evin Art Gallery on Thursday, February 3, 2022. “Paslaşmalar” was visited until February 26, 2022.

SDG 11: SUSTAINABLE CITIES AND COMMUNITIES
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The work of Department of Visual Communication Design Lecturer Dr.Sedef Bingöl Çetinkaya was seen
at the International Invited Group Exhibition Ekinoks organized by Haliç University, Faculty of Fine Arts,
Graphics Department.

Visual Communication Design Department Lecturer Dr. Eda Çekil Konrat's personal exhibition "Cilve Belle
Naz Belle" took place at Bilsart between 23 March and 8 April 2022.

Visual Communication Design Department Lecturer Dr. Eda Çekil Konrat is at the B3 Collection House
Selection Exhibition curated by Nazlı Pektaş with her work titled 'Inside'. The exhibition was on view at
Artweeks Akaretler No:11 until April 10, 2022.

Textile and Fashion Design Department Lecturer Dr. Sema Yalçın participated with a work to The "Ether"
exhibition that was curated by Biret Tavman and visited online until April 22, 2022.

The exhibition titled "Gates of Life" by Faculty of Art, Design and Architecture Lecturer Dr.Serna Uçar
Hatipoğlu was opened to visitors at STMF Ground Floor between 20-29 April.

The Bug to Poster Exhibition, which is a joint project of our students from the Visual Communication
Design Department of the Faculty of Art, Design and Architecture and Akdeniz University Faculty of Fine
Arts Ceramics Department students, was opened at our Bekir Okan Culture, Art and Congress Center
on April 27, 2022.

SDG 11: SUSTAINABLE CITIES AND COMMUNITIES
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Our public events held by our Conservatory in 2021 - 2022;

Theatre:

Within the scope of the undergraduate 4th grade Play Study III course,
William Shakespeare's "A Midsummer Night's Dream / Rehearsal Vol.,"
prepared under the supervision of Murat Karasu. 22” play; The
premiere was held on Friday, March 25, at the Upper Stage (Metin
Akpınar Stage) in the Conservatory building. The play was performed
on the Upper Stage (Metin Akpınar Stage) every Friday after March
25. The tour schedule of the play is below:

• Wednesday, May 11, Istanbul City Theater Young Days Festival /
Üsküdar Müsahipzade Celal Stage, 20:30
• Saturday, May 28, Gazhane Festival / Museum Gazhane
• Monday, May 29, Turkey Interuniversity Theater Festival / Hasan Ali
Yücel Cultural Center, 20:00

City Theaters Young Days Festival Brochure:
https://stcdn.ibb.istanbul/Uploads/2022/5/36-Genc-Gunler-
Brosur.pdf
(The imprint and play poster of the play “A Midsummer Night's Dream
/ Rehearsal Vol. 22” are available on page 13 of the brochure.)

Accessible Plays
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Within the scope of the 4th year undergraduate Play Study IV course, David Hare's
play "Blu / Mavi Oda", prepared under the supervision of Meltem Cumbul, will be
premiered on Thursday, May 26, at the Upper Stage (Metin Akpınar Stage). The play
was performed at the Upper Stage (Metin Akpınar Stage) between 1-3 June, and at
the 9th Bilkent International Theater Days on 22 June.

The "Engel" performance, prepared under the supervision of Erdinç Anaz as part of
the 2nd year undergraduate Movement IV course, will be premiered at the
Conservatory Movement Studio on May 30. Then it will continue to be staged at
regular intervals.

In the meetings with our Theater Department teacher Emre Yıldızlar, who is in the
festival committee of the International Istanbul Fringe Festival, it was discussed that
some performances and plays that will take place in the festival, which will start in
October 2022, will be held on the Upper Stage (Metin Akpınar Stage) and in the
movement studio; planning started.

SDG 11: SUSTAINABLE CITIES AND COMMUNITIES
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Within the scope of the 3rd year undergraduate Play Study II
course, Eugène Ionesco's play "Kel Kantocu", prepared under the
supervision of Güneş Sayın, will be premiered on May 23, and two
more performances of the play with a different cast will be held on
May 24. Additionally, the play will be performed at the Gazhane
Festival on May 28.

The "Engel" performance, prepared under the supervision of Erdinç
Anaz within the scope of the 3rd year undergraduate Movement VI
course, will be premiered at the Conservatory Movement Studio on
May 30. Then it will continue to be staged at regular intervals.

The premiere of the play "Dear Doctor", prepared under the
supervision of Derya Alabora at the Upper Stage (Metin Akpınar
Stage) within the scope of Undergraduate 2nd Year Acting IV, will
be held on Tuesday, May 25th. Then it will continue to be staged at
regular intervals.

Within the scope of the undergraduate 3rd year Play Study I
course, Melih Cevdet Anday's play "The Dead Want to Talk",
prepared under the supervision of Atilla Şendil, will be performed
on February 14, and Adalet Ağaoğlu's play "Kozalar" will be
performed on the Upper Stage (Metin Akpınar) on February 28. It
premiered at the Stage.

SDG 11: SUSTAINABLE CITIES AND COMMUNITIES
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Our online events held by our Conservatory in 2021 - 2022;

The Spring Concert coordinated by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Naci Madanoğlu, Head of the Music Department of our Conservatory,
was published online.
Spring Concert 2 is online. The concert was coordinated by our Conservatory Director Dr. Çetin Körükçüoğlu.
The third of the Spring Concerts organized by our conservatory is online.

Accessible Concerts

SDG 11: SUSTAINABLE CITIES AND COMMUNITIES
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Sustainable Practices
We measure and set targets for more sustainable commuting and undertake actions to
promote more sustainable commuting

Our university attaches importance to public transportation in order to minimize individual
vehicle use. It allocates a personnel shuttle for transportation of its personnel. There are also
ring shuttles available to all staff and students.

We also aim to make the campus a greener campus with disabled parking spaces, electric
vehicle charging stations, fuel-efficient vehicles and pedestrianized areas

SDG 11: SUSTAINABLE CITIES AND COMMUNITIES

Istanbul Okan University | SDG 11 Progress Report 2022 13



Sustainable Practices
We allow remote working for employees as a matter of our administrative and
academic staff directive to reduce employee commuting.
According to our Dormitory Management and Operation Directive, all our
students and employees can benefit from our dormitories at affordable prices
and enjoy our campus, where pedestrian access is prioritized.

SDG 11: SUSTAINABLE CITIES AND COMMUNITIES
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Sustainable Practices
We work with local authorities to address planning issues and development,
including ensuring that local residents are able to access affordable housing

Urban Dreams Workshops-XV, whose main theme was "URBAN SPACE", was held
between 18 July and 12 August in the Karaköy building of the TMMOB Chamber of
Architects Istanbul Büyükkent Branch, with the participation of 80 students and
accompanied by 5 separate facilitator groups. 

Students were distributed to the groups by the Urban Dreams Workshops Working
Group. The workshops lasted a total of 4 weeks and were held every weekday
between 10:00-18:00. Workshop programs were created by each workshop
group, addressing the workshop theme "URBAN SPACE" with its own method,
working order and operation. 

SDG 11: SUSTAINABLE CITIES AND COMMUNITIES
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Sustainable Practices
We build new buildings to sustainable standards

Solar Energy System (SPP) is an nature-friendly system that converts solar energy into
electrical energy with the help of solar cells. Approximately 2,235,000 kWh of electricity
will be produced annually with Solar Energy System (SPP) panels installed on a 9,000
m² roof area in our campus and Okan College. Thanks to SPP, approximately 40
percent of the annual electricity consumption of our Tuzla Campus and Okan College
will be covered. Thus, less electricity consumption will be ensured. It is planned to
continue producing electricity for 20-25 years with the installed solar power plant. In
this process, we will contribute to the reduction of approximately 1,030 tons of
greenhouse gas emissions annually.

SDG 11: SUSTAINABLE CITIES AND COMMUNITIES
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16 Publications has been published untill 2022 related to SDG 11

SDG 11: Publications
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SDG 11: What Have We Done?
LAND MANAGEMENT AND LAND USE
PLANNING CHARETTE
"Land Management and Land Use Planning Workshop" was held in
Erzurum. The opening speech of the Workshop, where the protection
of land assets was discussed, was made by our Faculty Member of
the Faculty of Engineering and Natural Sciences, Prof. Dr. Nihat Enver
Ülger. 
In his speech, Ülger said, "Public and local administrators want to
acquire more land and land to meet various public services. They
need a lot of data about the land in order to provide qualified
services and make decisions. 
The economic, social, political and legal aspects and the land
conditions on the land asset are sustainable." 
Planning and implementation techniques for development
purposes are one of the biggest problems in this regard. 
We need a new land use approach more than yesterday. 
The process of establishing a new land management numbered
5393 will completely reduce the problems to be encountered. 
In this context, Erzurum Land Management Project is not only in
Turkey. "It creates a great opportunity and awareness on a global
scale," he said.
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ACCESS TO OUR CAMPUS IS
NOW EASIER

CAPPADOCIA
ARCHITECTURAL TRIP
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